
December 8, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the virtual board meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. via ZOOM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 
Commissioners were present.       
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the addition of a 
Conveyance of Tax Forfeited Property to the City of Halstad as they had accepted the county’s counteroffer of $1,000.  
Donna also noted a couple of thank you cards received from recipients of COVID funding.  Commissioner Bommersbach 
made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if board members had the opportunity to read the minutes of the November 25th meeting that 
were just received late Monday.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Gunderson read the two thank you cards received with regard to CARES Funding, one from KRJB Radio and 
the other from the St. Olaf Preservation Association.  Chairman Hall also shared comments she had received on CARES 
Funding.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if all commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills presented for payment.  Commissioner 
Redland made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   
 
Revenue - $ 32,135.59   Road & Bridge - $ 119,488.94  Social Services - $836.00 
             
County EDA - $ 200.00   Public Health - $ 19,252.30  Solid Waste - $ 11,000.00  
 
County Ditch - $ 25,104.75  County Homes - $ 427.50    TOTAL - $ 208,445.08 
   
Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
A/T Hanson then addressed the board regarding the tax forfeited parcel in the City of Halstad that they had asked her to 
make a counteroffer to the City of Halstad following the last board meeting.  A/T Hanson noted that she had contacted 
the City and they had passed a resolution at their council meeting Monday, December 7th, accepting the counteroffer.  
Donna noted that she had prepared a resolution for the purchase based on blighted conditions.  Commissioner Redland 
made a motion to adopt CR-12-08-2020-1 A Resolution for Purchase of Tax Forfeited Land to Remove Blighted 
Conditions for the City of Halstad to purchase parcel 28-3440000 for the amount of $1,000.00.  Commissioner Gunderson 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  Resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of 
the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
At 9:26 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, addressed the board with her regular COVID-19 
update stating that Norman County is now up to 384 confirmed cases, including 8 deaths.  She noted they currently show 
10 active cases, but are expecting an increase following Thanksgiving travel and gatherings.  Director Kjono noted that 
the County Healthcare Committee was working again toward vaccine planning.  She noted that Phase 1a would be for 
Healthcare workers followed by long-term care workers and residents.  They are expecting that initial vaccine will arrive 
in Bemidji on December 21st, which will be the Pfizer vaccine which is in a multi-dose vial and needs “ultra-cold” storage 
which will present some logistical issues.  The Moderna vaccine will be single use vials and does not need the “ultra-cold” 
storage so may be more suitable to our area.  Both of these vaccines require an initial dose with a second dose 21 days 
later.  Commissioner Bommersbach inquired as to who would be tracking who receives the vaccine.  Will it be Federal, 
State or local, and Ms. Kjono noted that whomever vaccinates will need to report that information within a 24-hour time 
period.   
 
At 9:48 a.m. A/T Hanson addressed the board with regard to resolutions relating to the repurchase of tax-forfeited 
properties by Poehler Farms Inc, and Timothy Poehler that were approved at the November 25th board meeting.  
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR-12-08-2020-2 A Resolution Relating to the Repurchase of Tax 
Forfeited Property by Poehler Farms, Inc.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the 
resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   



 
Commissioner Redland then made a motion to adopt CR 12-08-2020-3 A Resolution Relating to the Repurchase of Tax 
Forfeited Property by Timothy R. Poehler.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the 
resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
A/T Hanson then brought forward a request from the City of Perley for conveyance of parcel 30-6202000, tax forfeited 
property legally described as Lots Seven, Eight and Nine, Block One, Original Townsite of the Village, now City of Perley, 
Norman County, Minnesota.  The City of Perley would like to acquire this property to use as a picnic area as the property 
adjoins the Community Center.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 12-08-2020-4 A Resolution for 
Conveyance of Tax Forfeited Land for Public Use.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote 
the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
At 9:52 a.m. Chairman Hall called for a short break until 10:00 a.m.  
 
At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Hall called the meeting back to order.   
 
Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, addressed the board and shared a spreadsheet showing the history of State Aid 
Allotment for the years 2011-2020 and an estimate for 2021 which would show a 9% decrease (-$445,755) from the 2020 
amount.   
 
Engineer Berndt also noted that ongoing maintenance activities they have been able to do since they are not needing at 
this time to clear snow include tree and brush clearing using Carr’s Tree Service.  The engineering side has been busy with 
bridge inspections.  Engineer Berndt also noted that MnDOT has recently opened LRIP (Local Road Improvement 
Program) applications with a maximum grant amount allowed of $1.2 million.  He is planning to submit an application 
regarding the planned CSAH 10 project.  Mr. Berndt also brought forward information with regard to Riverview Farms 
and their plan to rebuild the local road at their expense, which is a township road.  Possibly building it up for future 
paving.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach noted that with the open winter thus far, he has noticed when driving around the number 
of 911 signs that seem to be leaning or almost laying down, if the sign people could work on addressing that issue, so 
they are more readily visible in case they are needed.   
 
Commissioner Gunderson inquired what the projected total cost of the CSAH 10 project would be, Engineer Berndt noted 
this would more than likely be $6 million plus.  
 
At 10:10 a.m. Jeremy Thornton, Norman County Sheriff, addressed the board with a grant received from NW Regional 
Communications Board which would provide funding to pay for the installation of 42 mobile ARMER radio devices into 
the Norman County Fire Dept Vehicles which Norman County was able to receive through the NW Regional 
Communications Board along with 24 portable radios.  Jeremy noted that he would request that Norman County act as a 
fiscal agent to pay the installation bill for all Norman County Fire Depts and then submit the invoices to the radio board 
for reimbursement.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve Norman County acting as the fiscal agent in this 
process.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Sheriff Thornton then addressed the board with requests regarding vehicles for the 2020 and 2021 year, wanting to 
proceed with the Enterprise leasing or purchasing outright from the dealerships.  At that time, James Brue, County 
Attorney, noted that he had received the agreement documents from Wong Nystrom following the November 25th 
meeting.  James noted that he had reviewed the Enterprise Agreements and had no concerns with those documents.  
Discussion ensued regarding the Enterprise leasing agreements with Chairman Hall voicing concerns after talking with the 
local dealers and how they perceive what Enterprise will expect of them in dealer prep.  Chairman Hall also voiced 
concerns over whether other commissioners were feeling that the board would still maintain control over how many 
vehicles or what kind of vehicles would be leased.  After further discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion 
to approve moving ahead with replacement of the 4 Sheriff’s vehicles through Enterprise Leasing.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Sheriff Thornton then requested that he be able to take the money in his 2020 budget for vehicle purchase and apply that 
as a down payment on the lease agreement to make his monthly payments less.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion 
to approve the use of the 2020 vehicle budget for the Sheriff’s Dept being used as a down payment on the four-vehicle 
lease agreement.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.  



 
At 10:45 Galen Cariveau, Human Resources Consultant, addressed the board with a recommendation from the Salary 
Committee who met on Tuesday, December 1, 2020, for the salaries for the Elected Officials of County Attorney, County 
Sheriff, and County Commissioners.  Mr. Cariveau noted that discussion with the Auditor/Treasurer are still in progress.   
 
Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adopt CR 12-08-2020-5 A Resolution for Elected Officials Salaries, placing 
the County Attorney at $109,775, County Sheriff at $81,000 and County Commissioners at $18,000 for 2021.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was 
adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
At 11:00 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with information regarding the budget and levy process.  Lengthy 
discussion ensued.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to set the final levy at 2.916%.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Further discussion centered on the 2021 budget and changes made to the 
proposed budget by Mr. Stene.  Following discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to set a Special 
Meeting on December 21, 2020, following the Truth In Taxation meeting, beginning at 7 p.m. in the Court Room to 
approve the final budget.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  A/T Hanson will post the 
Special Meeting notice.   
 
At 11:25 a.m. Garry Johanson, E.S.O., addressed the board with the first item on his agenda, Riverview Dairy and a 
Conditional Use Permit #5060 on behalf of SGF (Skaurud Grain Farms) Land Holdings LLLP, for construction of on-site 
housing for employees on part of parcel 22-9159000, in Section 32-145-43, Waukon Township.  Mr. Johanson informed 
the board that Waukon Township had approved a Conditional Use Permit at their December 7th meeting for Riverview 
Dairy to be known as Waukon Dairy.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit 
for SGF Land Holdings LLLP, for Riverview Dairy, to be known as Waukon Dairy in the future.  Commissioner Redland 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The second item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda were the 2021 Hauler licenses for Al’s Disposal, Inc; Fuch’s Sanitation 
Services, Inc, and Stuhaug Sanitation Service.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve Hauler’s License  
#01-2021 for Al’s Disposal, Inc. for 2021.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve Hauler’s License #02-2021 for Fuch’s Sanitation Services, Inc. for 
2021.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   Commissioner Gunderson made a 
motion to approve Hauler’s License #03-2021 for Stuhaug Sanitation Service for 2021.  Commissioner Redland seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The third item on Mr. Johanson’s agenda was a resolution with regard to solid waste assessments as these had not been 
changed since 2012.  Mr. Johanson read the proposed resolution and discussion ensued.  Commissioner Jacobson then 
made a motion to adopt CR-12-08-2020-6 A Resolution for Solid Waste Assessments.  Commissioner Gunderson 
seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas, and 0 nays.  The resolution passed unanimously and a copy 
is on file in the A/T Office.   
 
Mr. Johanson then gave the board a quick update on the Line 3 project, noting that the NW Region EOC (Emergency 
Operations Center) will be in Polk County and the NE Region EOC will be in Duluth.  Garry noted that he could be called in 
as an alternate to staff the EOC in Polk County should need arise.   
 
Chairman Hall reminded the Commissioners that the December 17th meeting would be via ZOOM with the Tax Forfeiture 
Sale being held in person on the Courthouse grounds on the north side of the courthouse at 10:00 a.m. sharp.   
Commissioner Jacobson will be acting as auctioneer.   
 
At 11:50 a.m. Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting.   
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


